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additional quantity. This plan was carried out as arranged, and without accident, an hour after the hunters returned.
The next day George left the castle again. The Queen and Mary Seaton lost no time in setting to work at their rope ladder, and in three days it was finished. The following evening the Queen, in her impatience, and rather to make sure of the vigilance of her adherents than with any hope that the time'for her deliverance was at hand, placed the lamp in the window ; instantly, as Douglas had said, the light in the house at Kinross disappeared. Thereupon the Queen put her hand to her heart, and counted twenty-two before the light reappeared ; this signified that nothing was definitely decided on as yet.
-* For a week the Queen continued in this way to question the light and her heart-beats, without any change in the reply. On the ninth evening she counted ten only; at the eleventh the light appeared again.
The Queen thought that she was mistaken; she dared not believe that she had read the meaning of the signal aright, so she removed the lamp, and a short time after placed it in the window again. Her unknown correspondent at once understood that she desired a repetition of his reply; the light in the little house disappeared once more; once more Mary questioned her heart, and rapidly as it leaped, the star of promise twinkled again on the horizon before the twelfth beat; there was no further room for doubt, everything was arranged. Mary could not close her eyes that night; the patient persistence of her devoted friends moved her to shed tears of gratitude. When the day broke, the Queen questioned her companion again and again, to make sure that it was not a dream. Every sound that she heard seemed to